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Title of the Invention: 
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Claim: 

1. A softening agent for paper comprising, as an active ingredient, a 
urethane alcohol, a salt, or a cationized substance thereof, 

wherein the urethane alcohol is obtained by reacting the 
following component (A) with the following component (B) at an 
appropriate molar ratio so that the component (A) contains at least one 
hydroxyl group per one molecule of the component (A) in an average 
value after being reacted with the component (B): 

(A) a polyetherpolyol obtained by adding an alkylene oxide 
having 2 to 4 carbon atoms to a polyamine shown by the following 
formula: 

R-(NHR'-)nNH 2 

wherein R is hydrogen or an aliphatic hydrocarbon group having 1 to 
24 carbon atoms, R f is an alkylene group having 2 to 4 carbon atoms, 
and n is a number of 1 or more, 



i 



wherein the polyetherpolyol has an average molecular weight 
of 500 to 35000, and the ethylene oxide content thereof is 5 to 80wt%; 
and 

(B) a mono-isocyanate compound having a hydrocarbon 
group having 12 to 24 carbon atoms. 

Page 1, right column lines 1 to 14 

3. Detailed description of the invention 

The present invention provides a softening agent for paper 
that can provide softness to thin papers for domestic use such as 
bathroom tissue, facial tissue, and paper towel. 

As the softening agent for use in such thin papers for domestic 
use, fatty acid esters, emulsified paraffin, and cation activators of 
quaternary ammonium salt have been employed conventionally. 
However, dioleyl phthalate (USP 3296065), oleic acid polyethylene 
glycol ester, and the like that are typical examples of the fatty acid 
ester softener, has insufficient softening effects, and the emulsified 
paraffin has disadvantages of decreasing strength and water 
absorption of the resultant paper. 
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